Supporting your
child with their
GCSE Exams
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s Final GCSE Exams start Z
\ 9th May 2024 /

NB. Practical exams in Art/ DT will take place before this




Welcome

This session will include:

* The importance of revision

* Separating the facts and
myths surrounding revision.

* Some guidance on effective revision methods
and resources.

* Guidance on exam rules/ regulations.




Why do we need to revise?
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Why do we need to revise?

After 20 minutes:  After 24 hours: After 31 days: After 60 days:
42% of learning 67% of learning 79% of learning 90% of learning
is lost is lost iS lost iS lost

Without further revision, the average learner retains only 10% of new information after 60 days

Some scary statistics!



Why do we need to revise?
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Key messages

* Build in time to forget and re-remember. Short and frequent (20-
30 mins) beats a one-off marathon.

* Revision is doing. If you have nothing to show for your time spent
revising it won't have been that effective as you need to be
thinking for it to be a meaningful review of information.
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- Space out your learning and interleave different topics/ subjects
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Revision Myths

It’s too early to It’s too late to
start yet... start now...

| can revise and listen
to music / watch TV/

Nobody else is
revising...

You can’t revise for...
(English Language /
DT...)

Revision is boring, it’s

have my phone next to -
me...

Uus’r staring at a book...




Where will they revise?




Effective revision methods and resources

Plan your revision

Please see the revision booklet with checklists for each subject and a
revision planner in the back.

You should be aiming for approximately 30 minutes of
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IRSHESHVE revision

methods:

Reading class notes
Reading the revision
guide

Highlighting notes
Being a passenger at a
revision session

Reading GCSE Bitesize |

but not doing anything
with the information
Copying out class notes
without thinking

Effective revision

methods:
Making revision cards
Making mind maps
Key terms flashcards

Revision clocks

Writing summaries
Testing yourself (online
or otherwise)
Completing practice
questions

Going to a revision
session — if you
engage!




Online resources

» All subjects - https://www.revisely.com/gcse

and GCSE Bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

* Maths — mathsgenie
https: //www.mathsgenie.co.uk/ and

corbettmaths 5-a-day

* English — Mr Bruff
e Science — Seneca

e e t Ve voe r—— - e

Learn 2x faster for free with Seneca

Join 2,000,000 students using Seneca s the funnest way 10 boost
their KS2, KS3, GCSE & A Level grades. And If's free!

Seneca Learning is
an online platform
which has interactive
content for many
subjects.



https://www.revisely.com/gcse
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

Student Platform Caution: Make

: sure you select the
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ Correg; exam board!
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Combined Science Biology:
AQA GCSE Foundation

Combined Science Chemistry:
AQA GCSE Foundation

Combined Science Physics:
AQA GCSE Foundation
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https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Student Platform
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Stage 1 - Making them!

1. Buy or make some cards. Make sure that they are
approximately A6 size (half of an A5 piece of paper). You
could use a different colour for each different subject!

2. On one side of each card you could have a
formula/quote/key concept/diagram/case study
facts/ series of bullet points that you need to
remember.

3. On the other side of each card you could have a
question/heading that links with the knowledge on the
other side.




4. Make up several cards for each subject. Using your exam
checklists and revision guides is a good way of checking you
have made as many cards as you need!

5. Make the cards differently depending on the
subject. For example, you could make some for English where
on the front of a card you have ' An Inspector Calls: Characters’
and on the other side you have a list of all characters.
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Stage 2- Using them!

1. You could read the cards aloud to yourself, or to someone else. You
could walk around at home (or outside) whilst reading them. You
could record yourself reading them and play this back to yourself.

2. Test yourself or get someone else to test you. You can do this by
either:
« Pick up the first card and read the keywords/phrase OR question.
» Try to recall as much of the information as you can.
* Flip over the card and see if you got the answer(s) right.

« If you're happy you got the information right, put that card on the
'right’ pile. If you got the information wrong or incomplete, put it on
the 'wrong' pile.

3. Do this for all the cards. When you've gone through all the cards, go
back to the 'wrong' pile, and repeat the process. Keep going through
the 'wrong' pile until you get the information right, and there are no
cards left in the 'wrong' pile.

4. Repeat this process. Make sure you also complete some practice
questions to check you can apply your knowledge.



* Create them from memory first

* Then look back through your notes and add
any detail you missed (in a different colour)

« Write a key question at the top of each section.

Test yourself on the questions, covering the

section up. Highlight anything you couldn't
remember.




. Create them from memory flrst
&+ Then look back through your notes and add
«, @ any detail you missed (in a different colour)

and recreate the mindmap from memory. Then
look at the original to see what you missed
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Blurting

This is another active recall method to use
after you have reviewed content via
revision cards/ mindmaps/ revision clocks

1. Choose a topic and create a
flashcard/ mind map/ revision clock
on it.

2. Try to learn the flashcard via
quizzing.

3. Set a timer. On a blank piece of
paper, try to recall and record as
much as you can about that topic
from memory.

4. When the time is up, check what
you missed off or got wron(?. Use a
different coloured pen to edit/ add
to your work.




HMow can parents support the
revision process?

1.

Help them to make a plan. 20% of effort is often getting
started.

Ask your child what they would find helpful / not helpful —
you may not agreel

Consider where they complete revision — sometimes a
communal space is better.

Check children have access to stationary such as highlighter
pens, paper, card for flashcards.

Rather than asking ‘what revision have you done?’ ask ‘what
have you produced?’ at the end of the 20 minutes.

Hel iz/ test them. A
elp quiz/ test them qNOE:R
° ° LL
Police their phone/ games consoles ‘\{f’gﬂp
. . 00"
Ensure your child has breaks, eats well and has a work-life STARTED
balance. ToPAY,

L

Support your child to have good attendance



Results from last year highlight

the importance of having good
attendance

Effect of Atendance on Progress
and Attainment

All Above 90% Below 920%

Five 2 - 4 (incl. Eng & Maths) /2% 81% 47%
Five 9 - 4 75% 83% 50%
Five 9-7 20% 24% 6%

Five Passes 97% 99% 89%
English 9 - 4 83% 89% 63%
Maths 81% 89% 58%

23cience 9 -4 /9% 48%




What can students bring to into

the exam?
Yes No

e Black biro x 2 NO
BALLPOINT (runny
ink)

* Pencil

« Rubber

 Ruler

« Highlighter pen

« Calculator if allowed
* Clear pencil case

« Water in clear plastic
bottle (no labels)

No headphones Switch off phone and
Inc.airpods put it in your bag

/

Bring a black pen Clear bottles of water  Clear pencil cases
only only

No walches

Students will be issued their personal exam timetable before Easter

Morning exams start at 9 AM and afternoon exams start at 1 PM



Thank you
for coming

Any
questions?




